
 
 
 

Minutes of a Regular Meeting of 
Safety & Access Control Committee of 

University Park Community Association, Inc. 
July 13th, 2021, 10:00am 
ZOOM video-conference 

 
 
1. Call to Order  

 
The regular meeting of the University Park Safety & Access Control Committee was called to order at 
10:05am on July 13th, 2021 and was held by ZOOM video-conference.  
 

2. Roll Call/Quorum  
 
Present for a quorum:  David Cohen, Janette Gatesy, Paul Gibson, Murray Kaftan, and Larry 
Newman. Quorum certified.  
 
Also present:  John Barry, Laurie Evans, Steve Barnett, Brian Niehaus, Kathy Allen, 
Guests Present:  John Whyte, Peggy Lowndes, Ian Nicolson, Matt Kluding, Robert McKean, Buddy 
Leflar, Lou Marquet, Brad Hahn, Olaf Maly & Maria Meredith 
  

3. Proof of Notice 
 
The Notice & Agenda for the meeting was emailed to all homeowners on July 9th, 2021.  
 

4. Approval of Minutes of May 11th, 2021  
 

Minutes of the May 11th, 2021 meeting were previously circulated, approved by all committee members 
and posted to the UPCAI website.  

 
5. Storm Debrief 
 

A review of the storm preparations that occurred for Hurricane Elsa were discussed; no changes or 
improvements were suggested.  PBM was commended for a job well done, especially considering the 
storm affected the area over a holiday weekend and staff had to give up their holiday with family and 
friends. 
 

6. dwellingLIVE Use and Improving Efficiency 
 
The use of a dwellingLIVE report that listed residents who were planning to remain in their homes 
during a storm was discussed.  Each Neighborhood Chair had received a report for their neighborhood 
prior to Hurricane Elsa’s arrival.  A recommendation was made to send applicable lists to the CERT 
Zone Leaders, so they are aware of all the people in residence for the neighborhoods within their zone, 
in addition to the individual Neighborhood Chairs.  It was also suggested that a notice accompany the 
lists to remind recipients that the lists are not to be shared.  
 



 
 

7. CERT Update – Radio Status 
 

David Cohen discussed UP-CERT’s excellent working relationship with Lakewood Ranch CERT and 
the numerous discussions/information gathering on handheld radios.  Several radio models were 
provided, along with information regarding FCC assigned frequencies.  
 
Action: David Cohen & Gio Cantarella 

 
8. Discuss Speed Mitigation Measures  

 
David Cohen gave an update on the progress of estimates for road striping for vehicles, golf carts, and 
bikes.  
 
Mr. Cohen read, into the record, portions of an email sent to the committee from a cyclist who was 
almost struck by a car on The Park Boulevard on 2 consecutive weeks.  The first incident involved a 
car passing another car on the right and almost striking the cyclist.  The incident occurred where one 
of our speed signs was mounted; the passing vehicle was traveling at 43 mph (speed limit: 24mph) 
when it nearly struck the cyclist.  The email outlined the second close-call where the cyclist was almost 
struck by a white SUV that was driving too close to the right side of The Park Boulevard where cyclists 
typically ride.   
 
Steve Barnett was asked about his experiences on speed mitigation in the other communities where 
he had worked.  He stated that the most effective mitigation step in one community was temporarily 
removing ‘residents only’ gate access and requiring all drivers of offender’s vehicles to use the manned 
“visitors’ lane” at the Gatehouse.  
 
Mr. Cohen mentioned that comments have been made, at various times, that UP’s 24/19/14 mph 
speed limits may be causing a level of frustration, road rage, or passing and speeding.  
 
John Whyte suggested Safety and Access Control Committee make a comprehensive presentation to 
the UPCAI Board on speed mitigation recommendations, including lane striping, speed tables and 
enforcement actions for discussion and consideration.  The presentation should be made at the 
September board meeting so any necessary funds could be allocated in the 2022 budget. 
 
Action: David Cohen, Gio Cantarella & Paul Gibson 

 
9. Update on Entry Gates 
 

Steve Barnett gave an update on the entry gates maintenance.  A procedure has been put into place to 
have someone with the vendor when he is working on the gates.  PBM and the Infrastructure 
Committee are also looking into improvements to entry gates, barrier arms, and lightning protection. 

 
10. New Signage at Front and Rear Gates  

 
New signage for the gatehouse barrier arms will be installed shortly, advising of one-lane roadways in 
UP. 

 



 
 

11. Gate Instructions for Visitors, Vendors and Guests, including Wrong Way Issues  
 

Gatehouse personnel “Post Orders” are being reviewed and updated by PBM.  In addition, there was 
a discussion of cars and golf carts going the wrong way around the roundabouts in an attempt to save 
time.  A number of such incidents have been reported recently with a close-call between a car and a 
wrong way golf cart at the end of Glen Eagles Crossing.  

 
12. Florida Law Regarding Sidewalks  
 

A comment recently surfaced regarding a Florida Statute which states that it is against the law for 
pedestrians to walk in the street if there is a sidewalk available.  However, since our roads are private, 
the same enforceability does not apply in University Park.  A separate Florida Statute allows for the 
riding of bicycles on sidewalks; bicyclists MUST yield to all pedestrians.  

 
13. Status of Comcast TV Channel 
 

At this time, it does not appear that a Comcast UP community TV channel is being worked. 
 
14. Other Business 
 
 There was no other business. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:57am. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Gio Cantarella & David Cohen, Co-Chairs 


