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UNIVERSITY PARK 
ARCHITECTURAL THEME 

The style for University Park is one that embodies "Classical" elements of architectural 
design. The intent of this criteria is to create a community of timeless identity and beauty. 

The use of details such as columns, pediments, arches, quoins, lintels, keystones and window 
accents as well as raised corners and base bands are also encouraged. In addition, the 
repetition of similar window sizes in singles or multiples, shutters, divided light windows, the use 
of gables facing the street and roof pitches at, and greater than 6 in 12 are desirable 
features. The overuse of circle-head windows and fused glass is discouraged. 

The tasteful use of these various details in differing combinations will provide an interesting and 
varied streetscape of a timeless quality. The details are only an embellishment to our 
contemporary Florida architecture and in no way are meant to dictate floor plans or a specific 
architectural style. 

There has been a trend toward “Mediterranean” home design, and an increase in demand for 2 
story homes.  In both cases it is the mission of the Architecture and Landscape Committee to 
assist builders and homeowners in achieving a harmonious balance in house styles and colors 
within neighborhoods. 

In a large community like University Park, it is important to create individual design themes 
for each neighborhood while maintaining a consistent overall theme. The suggested details for 
University Park combined with an established color palette will provide a distinctive identity in 
each neighborhood. 
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   ENTRANCES 

The entrance should be a dominant element of the elevation, but not overwhelming in 
proportion. The use of tapered columns, lintel and frieze details as well as pediments are 
all encouraged. The use of double columns on either side of the entrance feature 
should be considered. Heavy, not tall, appearing pedestals accented by banding are 
important whether single or double columns are used. Other types of columns such as 
square columns with stucco ornamentation or square wood columns with fluted 
design will be acceptable alternatives.  Square masonry columns with stucco relief 
detailing are often used and should be painted in one color (the trim color) to read as one 
element. A wider porch across the front of the home with a pattern of columns may also be 
a desirable design feature. 

Key items to consider when planning entrances are: 

• Scale and the proportion of entrance feature relative to the mass of the home
• Size, number and proportion of columns
• Bases for columns should be strong in appearance but not overly high and preferably

maintained at the entry level to the home
• Columns to have capitals that are consistent with other detailing
• Height of columns to enhance their height and provide graceful appearance
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DOORS 

The front door should be the focal point of the home. Framed by an entrance feature, the door should make a 
strong statement. Double doors are preferred (preferably 8' tall) single doors with sidelights and transom 
window will be considered. The entrance may be individualized by the use of sidelights and/or a transom 
window along with jamb and header detailing and ornamentation. 

Key items to consider when planning front doors are: 

• Standard door and hardware will be used
• 8' tall door is preferred when used alone or in combination with sidelights.
• Sidelights may be used and in combination with transom window
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WINDOWS 

Whenever possible, windows of the same size should be used on a given elevation. Either a repetition of 
single windows of the same size or multiples (twos and threes) of the same size windows will 
create a more traditional appearance as desired. Muntins are optional on all front elevations. 
Another important element to consider in creating a traditional look is the window proportion. 
When using single windows, the height should be greater than the width. Maintaining the same 
head height on the windows (preferably 8') is yet another important consideration. The 8' head 
height will permit the use of a taller window, thus providing the desired proportions. 

Numerous window treatments can be considered to provide a traditional appearance including, but 
not limited to the following: 

• Shutters without any additional ornamentation
• Lintel detail (square or flared ends) with or without keystone and with or without

shutters
• Lintel detail in combination with raised side bands

Key items to consider when planning windows are: 

• Repetition of same size window
• Proportion (taller than width)
• Maintain same head height
• Repeat same window treatments (side elevation on corner lots or on home sites

adjacent to open areas should receive same treatment as front elevation)
• Maintain same window selection on front and side elevations
• Minimize use of feature windows (circle-tops, etc.)
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MISCELLANEOUS DETAIL 

Elevations (front and sides which face streets and/or open spaces) should be embellished with stucco 
and/or wood detailing. Such detailing must be used with great care and sensitivity to ensure that it is 
consistent with classical design concepts. Simplicity in such details as well as in roof lines, window 
style and configurations, etc. are all important considerations. 

FASCIA: Fascias should be wood and be a minimum of 8" deep. A three or four piece fascia is 
encouraged. 

SOFFIT: The use of a flat soffit is encouraged. The soffit may be of perforated, pre-finished 
aluminum (white is standard). 

FRIEZE: A frieze band below the soffit is encouraged. The frieze may be a simple band without 
additional ornamentation (when used in conjunction with quoins) or may be a multiple 
band and may include a dentil detail if appropriate. 

CORNERS: If ornamentation is to be used on corners, quoins or pilasters are favored. Pilasters 
should have a simulated capital below the frieze band as well as a base detail. Additional 
stucco detailing may be used on the pilaster that could include fluting. 

BASE: A base band may be used and may be multiple in nature. 

Note: When used, corner details and base bands must wrap corners to side elevations. Such 
treatments must also be used on side elevations on corner home sites as well as those 
sides which face open spaces and are visible from the street. 

Key items to consider when planning Miscellaneous Details: 

• Consistency and compatibility of details selected for use on a given elevation
• Simplicity of design (overuse of details can be detriment)
• Addition of traditional elements such as gable vents, etc.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Landscaping Protocol: 

To enhance the classical detailing of the homes, each neighborhood was encouraged to develop a 

palette of landscaping materials. Special consideration was given to the selections used within the 
common areas with the final selections bringing continuity between the homes and their surroundings. 
Any clearing of the golf course vegetation must have ALC approval and would be conducted at the 
customer's expense. 

Color Matrix Guide: 

The approved color matrix prepared for each neighborhood allows a future homeowner to choose a color 
combination that is "pre-approved" and will, therefore, be reviewed expeditiously with the house 
submission. 

The matrix should be viewed as a guideline designed to establish a theme for the neighborhood. 
Alternate colors which follow the nature and style of the "approved" colors will be considered; 
submissions which are clearly not in keeping with the range are unlikely to receive approval. 

Some instances exist of colors used at University Park which were not approved. Therefore, it is 
advisable to inform potential homeowners that not all colors have been previously approved and 
that colors approved in one neighborhood are not automatically approved for use in other 
neighborhoods. 
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Typical Questions: 

• Glass Film for windows to minimize heat gain/glare: Approved film is available for use;
reference numbers R030B-CDF (grey finish) and N-1035B Bronze (brown finish) SR-CDF.

• Awnings: Require ALC approval and design/samples are to be submitted in each case.

• Gutters/Downspouts: Are encouraged on the sides of the homes painted in the house body 
color. 

• Sculptures, Antennas, etc: Any/all proposed external additions require ALC approval. 
Specific criteria exist for satellite dishes for example.

Contact ALC at Architecture and Landscape Committee, University Park Community
Association, 8301 The Park Boulevard, University Park, Florida  34201, 941-355-3888
or alc@upcai-fl.com for details.

mailto:alc@upcai-fl.com
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