
Minutes of University Park Community Outreach Committee Meeting 
November 18, 2019 

 
In Attendance: 
Dan Rex, Laurie Evans and Steve Hatton, Committee Members; Linda Versluis, Committee Chair; Steve 
Grossman, Resident of St. James. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 AM.  Steve Hatton was welcomed as a new committee member, 
and Steve Grossman as a guest. 
   
Linda started with a review of the mission statement of the committee, which is as follows:  “To create 
awareness, and encourage and offer opportunities for participation in outreach efforts to benefit those 
in need in our surrounding community.”   
 
She then distributed a summary page of the 2019 completed initiatives by the committee, as well as a 
list of initiatives for consideration in 2020.  After discussion regarding the proposed 2020 projects, the 
following were agreed upon: 
 

1) Feeding Empty Little Tummies (FELT), the original backpack program in 
Manatee County, which provides food to homeless students for weekend 
consumption.  To be held in February, to coincide with Valentine’s Day.   

2) A collection of nonperishable food and monetary donations for the Food Bank of 
Manatee in April, at the time that many of our residents leave for the summer 
months. 

3) Hugss and Smiles Campaign in August, collecting donations to provide school 
uniforms and supplies to students in need at the onset of the school year.   

4) The Mayors’ Feed the Hungry Thanksgiving Food Drive in November, 
collecting nonperishable food and donations to purchase turkeys for food baskets 
for the needy. 

 
Linda stated that Mr. Whyte has suggested a joint charitable event or project be planned, which would 
include the University Park Community Outreach Committee, the University Park Women’s Club and 
the Country Club.  Discussions have begun on this topic, but due to planning issues, 2021 would be the 
likely time frame for such an event.   
 
Linda distributed information she received from resident Sarah Hans about Butterflies of Hope and 
Remembrance, and the Hates against Hate Program, which is the work of one of our other residents, 
Bette Zaret.  They are asking our help to inform the community about their events and to encourage 
support and participation.  A discussion ensued, and it was agreed that we should disseminate 
information to the residents regarding the program.  Laurie suggested that we develop an Outreach 
Newsletter, that could highlight the work of the various outreach committees across the community, 
and could include information on additional programs of interest, such as the Butterflies of Hope and 
Remembrance and Hates Against Hate Program.  All members were in agreement, and Linda 
volunteered to assist Laurie to develop the newsletter.   
 
Laurie stated that an animal charity should be considered for a future committee activity.  The Nathan 
Benderson Shelter was identified, as they always have a need for towels and sheets.  Laurie will contact 
Brigitte Baumgartner to discuss this further.  All members were in agreement that this might be an 
additional summer project. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM. 
 
Minutes submitted by:  Dan Rex, Secretary 


