
Minutes 
Pond Committee Meeting 

August 9, 2021 
2:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting was opened by Chair Van Brunt who asked that the minutes of the last committee meeting 
be approved pending any corrections. There were none. 
 
Chair Van Brunt then introduced the topic of the state of our bulkheads. The discussion involved several 
related issues: the top caps, the top plate; the walers, and the presence or absence of “deadmen”. In 
other words the discussion addressed the ENTIRE bulkhead situation. The result was the following: 

1) Individual pile top caps are of little use due to several reasons including lack of uniformity of 
piling circumferences. Cutting at an angle will allow for long life. Plastic caps don’t work. 

2) Top boards are easy to replace. 
3) Severe structural defects – lack of deadmen or land anchors holding back the piles; rotting 

walers or faulty pilings. 
 
 Steve will get further information on costs for various repairs. The committee will then develop a plan 
to inform any homeowner of the need to repair whatever problem there might be as it seems to be the 
homeowner’s responsibility. 
 
There followed a lengthy discussion on pond status focusing mainly on ponds #9 and #53. Some good 
news from Curtis; the three ponds on Honore are no longer the responsibility of UPCAI according to 
Swiftmud. They will be removed from the log sheets. 
 
The committee was advised that we are permitted to trim the height of littoral plants. Curtis will advise 
the committee of the proper height. BUT guidance so far dictates that we may not reduce the amount of  
littoral shelf beyond that distance prescribed by Swiftmud, that size as shown on the plat of University 
Park. 
 
It was decided that Curtis and Chair Van Brunt would: 
 

1) Produce a precise list of our ponds with their littoral shelf dimensions, and 
2) Cross reference that list with Swiftmud records, and 
3) Obtain pricing for the reduction of any shelfs that have exceeded Swiftmud requirements. 

 
The committee realizes this is a lengthy process.  
 
The Buffer Zone topic was recapped by the Chair. Brian reported that lawn contractor specs are in 
development. Steve Barnett wondered if he should be adjusting contractor agreements to reflect added 
(or reduced) bids. It was decided to wait until after Chair Van Brunt provides a recommendation to the 
Neighborhood Chairs next week. 
 
Next inspections will be September 9th at 2:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 



 
Chair opened the meeting to public comment. Mr. Witkin voiced a strong opinion for allowing fishing by 
residents and guests in ponds. Following a rebuttal by committee member Grady, Mr. Witkin’s remarks 
were noted with Chair stating that there was no intention by the UPAC Board to change its position on 
no fishing as the overwhelming majority of residents are opposed to it. 
 
There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned. 
  
 


