
 
 

Introducing…Peggy Lowndes  
 
Where I Put Down My Roots 
26 years in Pennsylvania, Long Island and New York City; 3 years in Karachi, Pakistan; 27 years 
in Montreal, Quebec; 22 years semi then full retirement in Florida & permanent residency in 
University Park.   
 
My Career 

• Graduated from University of Connecticut School of Business in 1965 and began my 
40-year advertising and marketing career with Grey Advertising in NYC during the 
height of the “Mad Men” era.  After marriage to Peter in 1970 and a move to 
Montreal, we had a “post honeymoon” on the Indian Sub-Continent.  

• On return in 1974, I resumed my Canadian advertising career with Grey and Ted Bates 
Advertising. I was approached in 1992 when I was VP at Ted Bates to assume 
responsibility for field franchise advertising and marketing for the international 
division of Dunkin’ Donuts & Baskin-Robbins.  

• I retired in 2005 having attained the position of VP International Marketing and the 
privilege of building two household brands around the world. 

 
My Love Affair with Sarasota and University Park 

• We discovered Sarasota in 1989 and bought a vacation condo at The Meadows.   
Although still working, I ran the Country Club Membership Committee and was elected 
to a 5-year term on their Board.   

• In 2000 we found our home in UPCC but continued our membership at The Meadows 
but then joined UPCC 8 years later.  I then sat on the LGA Board, served as both 
Second VP and Co-Public Relations Director on the University Park Women’s Club 
Board and was also one of the original CERT volunteers.  

• I was recruited for St. John’s Wood neighborhood committee and then elected Chair 
the past 5 years.  Representing my neighbors was my foray into the world of HOA 
governance and fiscal responsibility for my street.  

• In March 2017 I joined the start-up Acquisition Planning Group’s Communication Team 
and helped develop communication strategies and programs designed to inform 
homeowners on the acquisition process, organized rounds of neighborhood meetings  
and tackled the complexities around the petition drive and RD board election. The 
knowledge and insights I gained about the inner workings of our HOA as a Planning 
Group member and all the lessons learned from all my colleagues was invaluable.  
Now I can hit the HOA ground running. 

• In November of 2020 I was elected as one of seven resident-only UPCAI Board of 
Directors. 

   
 
 
 
 



 
 
My Commitment to You 

• For those residents who know me I am asking for your continued support.  For those 
who don’t, I hope I will gain yours too.   

• I’m an enthusiastic, caring and passionate team player who’s up for any challenge. I’m 
a good communicator, a proven supporter that believes good governance is Job 1 and 
have been a hard-working homeowners’ advocate representing you on the Board for 
the past 2 years.  

• If you would like to contact me directly at plownds@comcast.net, don’t hesitate.  
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Peggy Lowndes Response to Board of Directors Questions 

1.  What are the 3 to 5 most important issues for action in 2022 by the association board?  
Infrastructure.   It’s the cornerstone and essential for the health, social well being, faster 
economic growth, prosperity, and maintenance of our already strong community. The proactive 
approach taken by our group of professional volunteers identified deficiencies in many parts of 
the system and already completed much needed work during the first 2 years with the total 
backing of the Board and the community.  But there’s still so much to do.  

Staffing Standing Committees.    Continue to meet the highest standards in each of the 6 UPCAI 
committees by existing volunteers and encourage “new volunteer blood” especially from the 
younger owners that are now becoming residents who come with new ideas and ways to 
enhance our community and our lifestyle.   

Communication.   Great communication matters and it’s not really a question of how important 
communication is in University Park but a question whether we can be a community without 
communication.  The answer is NO.  Key tools we’ve introduced or are in development is a new 
user-friendly interactive website, bi-monthly e-newsletter UP to Date, ongoing updates from 
Park Boulevard Management and a top of the line Zoom system that affords residents easier 
access to all board and committee meetings.  And we must continue to challenge all Board 
Directors, Standing Committees and homeowners for feedback on innovative ways to stay in 
touch with each other, stimulate readership and cultivate an engaged community.  

Community Outreach and Social Fabric   First, continue to surpass or exceed the overriding fund-
raising goals of our 6+ Chair strong Outreach Committee as was achieved in 2021 to date.  It’s all 
about giving, contributing, and helping those who cannot help themselves and, to engage the 
entire community to help one another with a yearly Community Calendar for all our individual 
organizations charity efforts.  Social Fabric is what binds us all together so residents can make 
more friends, be more involved, happy and inspired to keep their community as a positive and 
pleasant place to live and, where people trust and rely upon one another.  We must continue to 
explore how to bring different groups of community members together to share common goals 
and interests for our brand University Park just as what we are currently doing with University 
Park Women’s Club. 

Protecting, Marketing and Building our brand University Park.  We have the registered 
trademarks, must protect their use and market them to keep our community relevant within 
and outside our community.    

2.  What recent experience do you have to the issues and challenges in University Park?  I have 
been a Board Director since November 2019 and privy to and totally involved in all matters and 
business of UPCAI during my tenure.    

3. Are you willing to commit to Committee or other leadership work in addition to a board 
role?  I am currently the board liaison to the UPCAI Outreach Committee that includes the Social 
Fabric role.  I am an active participant in the community with the UP Women’s Club, the LGA, 
workings of my street committee and CERT. I’ve gone above and beyond to be a “First UP hand 
up” volunteer whenever the occasion rises.                                         October 7, 2021 




