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Washingtonia Palms Removal and Replacement 
 

Washingtonia Palms are noted for their high growth tendency. As 
landscaping to a home matures these palms may outgrow the environment 
and homeowners desire to remove and replace them with smaller or different 
tree forms.   In most cases requests are for the removal of the palms and 
replacement with another species.  
 
Each submission to the ALC will be considered & reviewed on a site-by-site 
basis.  No blanket pre-approval is granted for the removal and replacement 
of Washingtonia palms.  
 
If the palms have outgrown their environment, the ALC will consider their 
removal.  If the tree is a part of a larger grouping of other tree forms, then a 
replacement may not be required. In many cases however it is likely that a 
replacement tree will be required.  Homeowners wishing to replant a smaller 
Washingtonia Palm may do so.   
 
Individual Washingtonia Palms can be replaced by other, slower growing 
palms such as Cocos (Queen) Palms or Sylvestris Palms.  Canopy spread 
will be a consideration to ensure it is not too big against the house.  
Alternatively, consider a vertical growing canopy tree such as Holly or 
Magnolia.   
 
Paired palms can be replaced with a pair of Cocos Palms or one Sylvestris 
Palm.  Alternatively, a canopy tree of a minimum of 3” caliper may be 
considered subject to the surrounding environment.  Canopy trees would 
include Live Oaks, Magnolias and Hollies.  
 
When considering alternate palm trees, be aware that some palms such as 
Royal Palms or Foxtail Palms are not cold tolerant and in the event of severe 
frost damage may be required to be replaced at the homeowners’ expense.   
 


