
Minutes of Pond Comm Meeting March 4, 2021 – 3:00 to 4:30pm – 
UPCC Community Building  

1. Introduction of members  
David Van Brunt – Hampton Green – Chair of Pond Committee 
Rich Timme – Virginia Water  
Ed Wyatt – Virginia Water      
Jan Wyatt – Virginia Water 
Maria Meredith –Regents Park  
Doug Cassman – Marlow  
Carolou Marquet – Wentworth  
Bob Grady –Richmond  
Steve Hungness – Hampton 

Brian Niehaus – PMB new staff – 30 yrs in landscape industry – Will assist 
Pond Committee in its work 
TOPICS 
The Chair presented an overview of UPCC/PBM Bylaws that govern volunteer 
Committee work within UPCC to alert comm members of limits of their 
activities and decision making  
 
Pond Treatment Reports – Solitude Lake Management inspect the ponds 
weekly and submit “Inspection Reports”.  These inspection reports will be 
forwarded to members of the Pond Committee. 
 
Pond Committee has developed  a rating system (1-4 scale) to assist in 
recording observed characteristics and qualities of UPCC ponds (flow sheet 
format) to identify problem ponds based on identified review criteria.    
 
Algae Problem in UPCC Ponds - Phosphorous testing – Phosphorous may be 
causing algae development in several UPCC ponds. Brian (PMB) and Solitude 
Lake Management have tested 3 problem ponds and one of the wells (of the 
9-12 wells that also augment ponds during droughts) Alum is a product that 
can help reduce phosphorous.  ($2000 per pond is a possible cost) – Results 
of phosphorous testing will take a week to be processed.  Sources of 
phosphorous include soil migration out of the bottom of the pond or 
surround soil.  It was noted that the golf course management does not use 
phosphorous based fertilizer products (phosphorous banned 8 years ago) in 
landscape and golf course mgmt.  If phosphorous levels are high the 
problem of phosphorous is probably a long-term issue.    



It was noted that Nitrogen or nutrients can also promote algae blooms. 
Nitrogen and nutrients come from fertilizers and landscape clippings.  
Current lawn and landscape trimming practices are noted to contribute to 
adding grass clippings to many ponds. 
Pond Committee will await the Phosphorous testing results to determine next 
steps to recommend for algae control this coming summer.   
 
 
 
TOPIC:  
Discussion of system to observe and rate/evaluate UPCC Ponds – David Van 
Brunt has developed a 1-4 rating system to provide a uniform standard as 
committee members inspect ponds in UPCC –  

INSPECTION ITEMS  
Issues for inspectors include: - 
Shorelines- Looking for foreign debris, size of littoral shelf, bank 
erosion  
Weirs-monitor the weirs to make sure they are clear of debris that 
could impact flowage during massive rain events 
Culvert Collars – the collars introduce storm water from the streets 
into the ponds. The collars will be inspected to make sure they are not 
broken and there is no evidence of erosion from the sides of collar.  
Bulkheads – All bulkheads in the Park are owned by and the 
responsibility of either homeowners or the golf course. Does not 
appear any bulkheads are on UPCAI common property. The bulkheads 
will be inspected to looking for damage to their structural integrity and 
openings in the sheeting.   
Pond Inspection reports prepared by pond committee members will be 
submitted to David Van Brunt  who will summarize items needing 
attention and submit a summary report to PBM.  
 It was noted that many ponds are shared by both the golf course and 
property owners. The Committee will establish guidelines about when 
inspections can be made from golf course property without impacting 
the golfers or endangering the inspectors 
Pond committee members will be assigned a number of ponds to 
inspect within the community during each periodic inspection.  The 
assignment of ponds will be rotated among members so there will be 
multiple opinions about conditions of each pond.  
 Pond Committee members have received identification vests that they 
will wear as they walk pond perimeters in the neighbors.  These neon 



green vests will identify pond committee members to homeowners as 
they complete their pond observation and rating activities.  
 A photo of Pond Committee members wearing their vests was taken 
to share with the UPCAI Newsletter.  
 
Committee Member Specialty Assignments – Each Committee member 
will try to become particularly “learned” about a specific facet of the 
ponds so they can provide an informed response to neighbor’s 
questions and requests. The “specialists” include:   
- Littoral Grasses – Bob Grady – become familiar with desirable 

native vs. invasive grasses  
- Grass Carp fish program – Rich Timme-  The carp provided to the 

ponds are sterile. They live for about 3 years and must be 
restocked. There are only in 8 ponds or so with carp. The outflow 
from these ponds is grated to keep the fish in that specific pond.   
Pond Committee will examine the program and evaluate the 
effectiveness vs. the cost of supporting the program.     

- Bottom Grass - TBD 
- Aeration – Steve Hungness - some lake management companies 

recommend aeration through either fountains or bubblers to control 
algae blooms. Steve will become familiar with the effectiveness of 
aeration.  

- Pond Health Issues – Jan Wyatt – will research potentially 
undesirable health issues` associated with different forms of algae. 

- Resident Education – Ed Wyatt - to inform homeowners about the 
valuable resource our ponds are for irrigation, wildlife, aesthetics 
etc. and how they are being properly managed. Ed will provide 
Peggy Lowndes with material for inclusion in the UPCAI Newsletter.   

- Sonar program – Maria Meredith – Sonar is a spray that limits 
growth of bottom grasses.  In the past it was used on a selective 
basis. When applied, the pond cannot be used for irrigation for a 
period of time.  

- Pond Wildlife – Carolou Marquet and Jan Wyatt-will provide Ed 
Wyatt with interesting articles and pictures of wildlife around out 
ponds to incorporate in the resident education program. 

- Algae- David Van Brunt and Carolou Marquet- will focus on the 
algae issues. 

- Regulatory Compliance – Carolou Marquet – Will help PBM with 
compliance with the Environmental Resource Permit 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:36pm  
 



Next meeting scheduled for March 18, 2021 at 3:00pm – UPCC 
Community Center  

Future Agenda Topics include: 
Review of governing authorities that establish rules and 
regulations for storm water ponds in Florida and Manatee 
Co.- Carolou Marquet 

 
Review of research re the health effects of certain types of 
algae in storm water ponds – Jan Wyatt 
 
Invite Curtis Nickerson to discuss the golf course 
operations and impact on ponds 
 
USF Extension Service invite to educate Committee on 
ponds 
 
SWFWMD invite a representative to speak to the 
Committee 
 
Buffer zones, how effective they are, but how unattractive 
they are 

 
Respectfully submitted - Jan Wyatt – March 5, 2021  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AN OVERVIEW OF ALGAE ISSUES ON 
UNIVERSITY PARK RETENTION PONDS 

 
Algae is a multifaceted product. In proper concentrations it is used in vitamins, food 
supplements, body lotions, hair conditioners, and most importantly it is the base of the 
food chain for micro and macro invertebrates, some believe it may someday become 
an important food source for human consumption because it can be grown so fast. But 
in excessive concentrations it can grossly discolor pond water, produce bad odors 
when decaying on the surface, present very unfavorable aesthetics floating on a pond 
in your back yard, and some varieties can result in hazardous health conditions in 
humans and pets. 
 
There are primarily two types of algae we see in our University Park retention ponds. 
Typically, they are both most prevalent during the summer months. 
 
The first type of algae is FILAMENTOUS: 

• It usually grows on the bottom of the pond. 
• Filamentous algae is a mass of single cells that reproduce and join together into 

long hairlike strands. 
• It is frequently called “string” or “hair” algae. 
• As it grows, the hair-like strands of algae inter-weave to form larger mats.   
• Portions of the mats become buoyant as they grow, photosynthesize, fill with air and 

float to the surface. 
• Many sources report a 20% coverage of Filamentous algae represents a healthy 

pond.  Here in University Park, we implement algae control well before the 20% 
coverage.    

• An over-abundance of Filamentous algae can be very unsightly and often cause 
unwanted odors. Odors are most prevalent after the algae has been treated and 
begins to decay. 

• Filamentous algae blooms are not known to present major health issues to humans; 
however, some can produce rash or itchiness with physical contact. Respiratory 
issues are not generally associated with Filamentous algae. 

 

  
  
 

 
 



The other type of algae we see is PLANKTONIC: 

• Planktonic algae are millions of individual microscopic cells floating freely in the 
water column and are not interconnected like Filamentous algae. 

• At low density, Planktonic algae are usually not easily visible in the water.  When 
enough cells grow in the water column, they form green scums that resemble paint 
or gives water that “pea soup” look.  

• Planktonic algae can be of many varieties. The “Blue-Green” variety is the one that 
can contribute to health issues in humans, pets, fish and wildlife through physical 
contact and inhalation.  

 
 

  
 
 
What conditions allow algae to grow? 
 

• A certain number of algae is required to maintain a healthy pond. It is an 
important source of food for fish, and it contributes to the generation of oxygen. 
Any overabundant algae growth is a symptom of excessive nutrients or 
phosphorus in the pond water. 

• The sources of nutrients are many and can include grass clippings, yard debris, 
fertilizer and pet/animal waste. With too many nutrients available in the water, 
combined with lots of sunlight during the summer months, an overabundance of 
algae can be produced.  

• Since we cannot control environmental impacts of sunshine and temperature on 
the ponds, we need to focus on the nutrient loading items we can control, i.e. 
grass clippings, yard debris, fertilizer, etc. 

• Naturally occurring phosphorus in the soil and bottom sediment can also produce 
algae blooms. Phosphorus is particularly prevalent in the soil around our area. 

• Algae generally requires ongoing control including chemical treatment and 
sometimes skimming from mid-June to mid- September because of the sunlight 
and the warm water particularly in our shallow retention ponds. 

 
 



What are the health hazards associated with the two types of algae? 
  

• “Harmful algal blooms” are known as HABs. 
• Filamentous algae do not typically pose any risk to humans or animals.  When 

Filamentous algae in reasonable concentrations are present, it is safe for people and 
animals to be in and around the water.   

• A certain form of Planktonic algae called “Blue Green” algae can contribute to health 
issues. Drinking or swimming in water containing Blue Green algae can affect the 
skin, the nervous system and the liver. Drinking or contact with it can be fatal for 
pets and can impact humans with a wide range of symptoms including: skin irritation 
and rashes, stomach cramps, nausea and vomiting, diarrhea, fever, and headaches.  

• Inhalation of Blue Green algae can produce sore throats, allergic responses, and 
trouble breathing. 

• So basically, Filamentous algae is an aesthetic or visual issue on our ponds, 
while the Blue-Green Planktonic algae can present a health issue as well as an 
aesthetic issue. 

• Here is a link to a comprehensive article from the CDC about the potential 
harmful health effects of Planktonic algae: 
 

292944-A_CyanoHA
B_Facts-508.pdf  

 
What can be done to control algae? 
 

• If we fail to address the underlying nutrient loading that causes most of the 
algae growth, we will probably encounter a perpetual algae problem during the 
summer “algae months”. 

• Mechanically skimming off the algae is only a temporary “band aid” approach. 
Physically removing the algae from the surface does not remove the perpetual 
growth of the algae coming from the bottom. Sometimes the algae are back 2-3 
week after skimming. 

• Skimming, which is expensive, makes a dramatic and immediate change: 
 

 
Pond #35 before skimming 7/11/20          Pond #35 after skimming 7/11/20 
 
 

 

https://www.everydayhealth.com/skin-and-beauty-photos/common-skin-rashes.aspx


• Proponents of skimming point out that it not only resolves the aesthetic issue, 
but it also removes decaying plant material that would otherwise accumulate on 
the bottom contributing to shallower ponds which eventually may require 
dredging. 

• By utilizing proper fertilizing techniques near ponds, the run-off would be 
reduced thereby improving the health of the ponds. 

• By providing natural vegetative buffer strips around the ponds, we can reduce 
the nutrient loading. A three-foot-wide buffer mowed 2-3” above the normal 
height on the golf course and 2-3” above normal height for back yard lawns 
would filter the run-off and absorb much of nutrients. 

• Aeration from either fountains or underwater bubblers has also been used as an 
approach to control algae. Aeration adds oxygen to the bottom layers of the 
pond.  If a pond has low to no oxygen at the bottom, the aeration can prevent 
natural phosphorus from leaching out of the soil.   

• While installation of aeration devices may have some impact on Filamentous 
algae growth, it is generally recognized to be more suited for controlling 
Planktonic algae.  

• Fountains are not inexpensive. Typically, an installation for a small pond in 
University Park will cost over $5,000 and more than $20,000 for the larger 
ponds. Then there is the annual electric cost of at least $5,000.  

• Many communities report varied results on controlling algae with fountain 
aeration. All report a significant improvement in the quality of the water column, 
which has a positive impact on fish life, but many times limited impact on algae. 

• The Grosvenor neighbors on Pond #2 provided electricity, installed, and maintain 
a floating fountain. This pond received only one treatment for Filamentous algae 
and no treatments for Planktonic algae by Solitude during the summer of 2020. 
Many lake management companies have proven aeration produces a healthier 
pond and dissipate some of the nutrients from the water. But again, the 
outcomes regarding overall algae control have not been consistent. 

• In some ponds consideration can be given to providing submerged bubbler 
systems to increase oxidation of their ponds. There are two types of bubblers, 
nano and very active. Typical bubbler systems cost in the $3,000 to $10,000 
range depending on the size of the pond. Some lake management companies 
report success in controlling both types of algae with submerged aeration. There 
are however reports of noise issues associated with the compressor disturbing 
nearby neighbors.  

• Like most plants, algae require sunlight to survive.  Blue or black dyes can be 
added to the water to prevent sunlight from getting through to the algae. But 
this changes the color of the pond which is objectionable to some. 
 

 
What is Solitude doing to control algae in our ponds? 

• We contract with Solitude to apply EPA registered algaecides directly to the surface 
of our ponds for algae control. 

• Only a State Certified “Lake Management Company”, like Solitude can use these 
approved algaecides. They must comply with strict regulations regarding the 
quantities used to prevent unacceptable run off from our ponds to the Braden 
River, Philippe Creek, and Cedar Creek nearby water sheds. 

• They travel around the ponds in an ATV and directly apply the appropriate type 
and amount of algaecide depending on what they are encountering.  



• Solitudes inspects our ponds weekly during the “non-Algae” winter/fall season 
and twice weekly during the summer “algae months”.  A typical activity report 
after their visit follows: 

Treated invasive plants in ponds 1-8. Treated algae in ponds 4, 5, 6, and 8. Treated submerged weeds in ponds 
5 and 6. Treated invasive plants in ponds 25-31, 51, and 52. Treated algae and submerged weeds in ponds 25, 
26, 27, 51, and 52. Treated floating weeds in pond 51. 
Added blue dye in pond 43. 

• During 2020 we will spend approximately $94,000 with Solitude for performing 
management of algae, aquatic floating and bottom weeds, littoral shelf 
maintenance, pond dye application, and monthly reporting.  

• Based on Solitudes recommendation, sterile Grass Carp were introduced into 
selected ponds starting in 2017. It required the installation of fish barriers at the 
outflows to keep the fish captive to the focused pond. The initial stocking 
including barriers cost about $13,000. Since then, we have restocked the fish for 
about $3,500 in each of 2018 and 2019. The program has been a success 
resulting in less chemicals being required for algae control and in limiting the 
growth of excessive bottom vegetation which favorably impacts both aesthetics 
and reducing nutrient loading.   

• Grass carp do not find Filamentous algae palatable, so Carp are not a primary 
management strategy for Filamentous algae.  Carp and Tilapia are also not a big 
help directly with Planktonic algae. Carp help with algae control inadvertently.  They 
primarily eat the bottom vegetation not algae. Coupled with treatments, the 
reduction of total bottom vegetation in turn reduces the number of decomposed 
plants and consequently presents less nutrients in the water column which is food for 
algae growth.  

• Solitude occasionally applies Sonar (Fluoridone) in some of the ponds where the 
Eel Grass or invasive Hydrilla becomes excessive and is floating on the surface 
water. For esthetic purposes, the Sonar kills some of the grasses. At the same 
time, we know submerged vegetation like Eel Grass removes nutrients from the 
water column which helps to keep algae blooms under control. So, it is a difficult 
balance to decide when Sonar should be applied. Further, 15 of our 53 retention 
ponds are used for irrigation of our Community common property, homes, and 
the golf course. Once Sonar is applied, the treated pond cannot be used for 
irrigation purposes for two weeks. Solitude and Park Boulevard Management 
administers this rather perplexing balancing program which has impact on 
aesthetics, irrigation, and algae blooms. 

So are all ponds in University Park showing an algae problem or are just some 
of them a problem? 
 

• Fortunately, only a few of our ponds are “problem ponds”. At our request 
Solitude compiled a list of their algaecide treatment on all 53 University Park 
retention ponds. The list of ponds requiring multiple treatment for algae are 
shown below. Note that only two ponds had to be treated for Planktonic algae, 
i.e. ponds #14 and 43.  All the others were treated only for Filamentous 
algae.  
 
 
 



• Here is a map showing the various ponds and their respective numbers.

Problem Ponds 
12.2020.pdf

• First, we will take a look at the number of treatments required during July,
August, and September of 2020. This is the peak season when algae blooms
are most prevalent:

PONDS REQUIRING ALGAE TREATMENT 
2020 

# OF 
TREATMENTS 

# OF 
PONDS PROBLEM PONDS 

0 17 
1 6 
2 11 
3 15 
4 4 #9,14,35, and 43 

• Only two ponds required treatment for Planktonic algae during 2020:

• During 2020 we also spent additionally about $22,000 with an independent
contractor skimming algae off a few of the “problem ponds” and removing
dead fish on 14 different occasions:

REMOVAL OF FLOATING ALGAE - 
2020 

POND # OCCASIONS COST 
9 4 $10,990 
45 1 2,875 
10 1 1,695 
53 1 1,480 
35 1 1,265 
49 1 845 
3 1 625 
4 1 625 

43 1 580 
48 1 580 
17 1 325 

14 $21,886 



 
• In addition to this treatment data from the summer “algae months”, we are 

now receiving weekly data of treatments. Treatment data from July to 
December is detailed on the attached spreadsheet.  Combining the summer 
data with fall and winter information, helped us identify three “problem 
ponds”. 

Algae Log.xlsx

 
• Ponds #9, 35, and 43 appear to be the “problem ponds” that we should 

initially focus on to learn how best to combat the algae issue in all our 
ponds.  

• Incidentally, some experts feel that the “exit or outflow ponds” exhibit 
more algae than the internal ponds because the nutrients accumulate as 
the water travels down to the exit pond and leaves the Park. Solitude has 
been asked about this theory by many communities they service. They do 
not find this theory to be substantiated by pond test results. They found as 
the water comes from the interior ponds it is filtered by littoral and 
underwater vegetation plus there is settlement of the nutrients into the 
sediment as the water comes downstream which remove the nutrients from 
the water before it reaches the exit ponds. So, there is a difference of 
expert opinion regarding focusing initially on the exit ponds. 

• Also, we have input from the University Extension Center suggesting 
Phosphorus may be the problem in certain ponds, not nutrient loading, that 
is creating the algae problem.  

• So, it is pointed out that two of the three ponds we have identified as being 
“Problem Ponds” are in fact exit ponds and one of the ponds is suspected to 
be impacted by Phosphorus. 

 
Since the shallow ponds #9, 45, and 53 all  have massive “offshore” areas 
with Spikerush Grass concentrations that must be contributing to the algae 
problem, why not dredge them deeper? 
 

• Contrary to general opinion, Spikerush Grass does not promote the production 
of algae, in fact it inhibits algae growth in two ways. The grass restricts some 
of the sunlight which algae needs to grow, from reaching the shallow bottoms 
where the algae start.  Reducing the sunlight reduces the algae growth.  

• In addition, the Spikerush Grass removes nutrients from the water, depriving 
the nutrients from the algae which need it to grow.  

• So Spikerush Grass is an algae inhibitor, not a promoter. We should be 
encouraging the growth of marine grasses, not dredging them away. In fact, 
consideration may be given to planting additional vegetation of some of the 
shallow ponds. 

• Dredging the shallow areas in our ponds would first require SWFWMD 
approval. The shallow water concentrations of the grasses on these ponds are 
part of our permitted littoral shelf filtration program. The regulations require 
we maintain 35% of the total pond acreage with littoral shelf vegetation. 
Approval to reduce the amount of littoral shelf material is highly doubtful. 

• Mobilizing dredging equipment at the shoreline would be significantly 
disruptive to homeowner’s and golf course’s landscape. And, the bottom 



sediment or spoils, which likely are contaminated, may need to be carried 
away by dump trucks further negatively impacting the adjacent landscape. 
The alternative, if the spoils are not highly contaminated, of depositing the 
spoils on the banks of the ponds might, but doubtfully, receive approval from 
SWFWMD. This would present an esthetic problem for nearby homeowners. 

• Dredging to control excessive algae formation is not cost effective and 
considered a “last resort” alternative. 

 
 
So, what is our “Action Plan” to control algae on our retention ponds for 
future summers? 
 

• The Infrastructure Committee is recommending the Community: 
o Do a complete water testing/analysis of the three identified problem 

ponds. This testing will cost approximately $1,000 per pond. 
o Based on the testing, Solitude can identify the appropriate corrective 

action to solve the problem on the tested ponds. The corrective action 
may be fountains, submerged bubblers, nano bubblers, more aggressive 
chemical treatments, bank buffer zones, etc. 

o Implements the recommended corrective action on the three ponds. 
o Evaluate the effectiveness of the corrective actions on algae control 

during next summer’s “algae season”. 
o And finally, be able to recommend to neighborhoods actions they can 

take beyond traditional chemical treatment to further control algae. 
o Provide skimming during this evaluation period when deemed 

appropriate on “non-test ponds” while we identify the proper long-term 
solutions for our ponds. 

• Solitudes proposal for testing follows and other “non-connected” water testing 
labs may be invited to quote: 

 

Aquatic Systems 
Lakes Restoration and   
 

• If the testing reveals the problem is too many nutrients:  
o For nutrient blocking techniques, we will investigate and test 3 to 5 foot 

vegetation buffer strips around the ponds. The difficult matter to be 
addressed is how to maintain the buffer vegetation at a reasonable 
level. Our landscape contractors do not typically have equipment to mow 
to a 3-4inch height. So, consideration will be given to plants like Wedelia 
and Beach Sunflowers for the buffer strip in backyards. These plants 
offer an aesthetic element to the strip. Normal turf is the appropriate 
vegetation on golf course pond perimeters. 

o Just as we have littoral shelf vegetation on the shorelines of the ponds 
absorbing nutrients before they get into the water, some lake 
management companies have suggested floating 2-3-foot diameter 
“wetland islands” of vegetation anchored in the pond that would absorb 
nutrients. Other lake management companies report practical problems 
with these “floating wetlands”. They can capsize, they can become 
infested with invasive vegetation, they are hard to maintain attractively, 



etc. The Infrastructure Committee and Park Boulevard Management will 
further explore the use of this technique on the test ponds.  

o We may investigate with Solitude more aggressive use of pond dyes to 
prevent sunlight from penetrating the water column. 

• If testing reveals the problem is exposure to natural sources of Phosphorus: 
o Solitude may recommend we adopt more aggressive phosphorus locking 

treatments. There are relatively common chemical solutions to solve this 
issue (and they cost a lot less than skimming). Solitude is licensed to 
apply products like Alum (aluminum sulfate), which is effective in binding 
Phosphorus within the water column, which makes it an unavailable 
algae food source. 

o Aeration may also be tried to see if it is effective in our ponds in restricting 
the   release of phosphorus from bottom sediment. The oxidation of the 
water is reported to limit phosphorus from leaching out from the soil. 
Aeration can also help cycle out Nitrogen. This is helpful since there is no 
known binding agent for Nitrogen currently similar to Alum binding 
Phosphorus. This type of mechanical treatment helps push down Planktonic 
Algae to the bottom of the pond so that it is not able to photosynthesize and 
therefore dies. 

o Aeration may also be tried to see if it’s effective in our ponds in restricting 
the   release of phosphorus from bottom sediment or rain run-off. The 
oxidation of the water is reported to bind up the phosphorus and remove it 
from the water column.   

o These two techniques combined have shown success in other communities 
on phosphorous impacted ponds. 

• Your Infrastructure Committee will discuss with Solitude the option of planting more 
Spikerush grasses in Ponds #9, 45, and 53 to retard the Filamentous algae formation 
during the summer months. 

• During the “algae season” the Solitude inspection reports will be included in the 
Property Manager’s Monthly Report to Neighborhood Chairs so the Chairs can 
respond to inquiries from neighbors and be better informed on algae control in their 
neighborhood’s ponds. 

• We will prepare “Algae Education Presentations” to be given first to the Chair 
Council and subsequently to the residents to better acquaint them with the facts 
about algae. As a part of this program, we will be asking that neighbors 
bordering on ponds, who are not in “contract lawn maintenance” neighborhoods 
to personally meet with their contractors and instruct them not to fertilize with 
10 feet of ponds. 

• We will seek Solitude’s recommendation regarding possibly expanding the Grass 
Carp program to other ponds in the Park.  

• The Park Boulevard Management and the Committee will review the Sonar 
program and maybe set guidelines for its use. 

 
 
 
 
 



So, what can Neighborhood Chairmen and residents do while we go through 
this water testing program and experimenting program to find out which 
remedial actions are most effective on our ponds? 
 

• Monitor the Solitude weekly pond inspection/treatment results which will be 
recorded in the Property Manager’s Monthly Report to see what is going on at 
your pond, 

• If the neighborhood feels additional steps should be taken to reduce algae in 
their pond, skimming can be done with the endorsement of the neighborhood 
Chairman and the costs will be paid out of the neighborhood budget or 
proportionately to the involved homeowners. This request for skimming must be 
presented to the Park Boulevard Property Manager before skimming will be 
approved, 

• And, as the Infrastructure Committee is developing a comprehensive algae plan, 
input from Neighborhood Chairmen and residents is certainly welcomed and 
appreciated. 

 
 
Prepared by:  David Van Brunt 
Prepared: January 2021 
 
 

   

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 




