
 

Pond Committee minutes 

October 22, 2021 

Meeting held via zoom 

In attendance:  David Van Brunt, chm.; Maria Meredith, Steve Hungness, Bob Grady, Joe 
Kotey, Carolou Marquet. 

Staff in attendance:  Curtis Nickerson, Brian Niehaus, Jennifer Everingham. 

Guest speaker:  Michelle Atkinson, an Environmental Horticulture Agent, UP/IFAS Extension 
Service, Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources Dept. 

The minutes for the Sept. 9, 2021, meeting were approved. 

Michelle Atkinson presentation:   The purpose of the ponds is to capture storm water and 
cycle out the nitrogen as much as possible. 

Michelle educated us about how to attract wildlife to our stormwater ponds by providing 
water, sources for food, and shelter.   

To attract wildlife, corridors or patches of larger plants provide protection and a way for 
wildlife to move around.  Ponds should have some larger plants on the edges.  Native wildlife 
needs native plants.  Invasive or exotic plants don’t support native wildlife.  Norfolk pines are 
not native. (and luckily we do not have many near our ponds) Houseplants like the pothos vine 
that are planted outside can crowd out and kill native plants.  Pepper trees, although they look 
nice, aren’t good nutrition for birds, are very invasive, and should be removed.  Cats 
discourage wildlife if let loose outside.  They harass, hunt, and kill birds and rabbits, but not 
rats. 

A healthy pond life cycle includes very small cellular life like planktonic algae (good algae), 
zooplankton, smaller fish, insects (like dragonflies which eat algae and mosquito larvae), 
bigger fish, birds, otters, and alligators.  All have a role to play in the pond life cycle and are 
interconnected. 

Chemical composition of stormwater ponds – dissolved oxygen (DO) level of 5 mg/L is 
necessary for a healthy pond.  DO is stratified, i.e. different at different depths.  There is less 
DO at the deeper levels.  If the seasonal change of air temperatures occurs quite rapidly, the 
water at the surface gets colder and heavier.  Consequently the “heavy water” sinks to the 
bottom displacing the low DO water to the surface.  This can cause fish kills as they are 
deprived of oxygen, and this occasionally happens in the Park.   
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Some ponds may need a bubbler to improve DO.  Excessive Algae blooms take O2 from the 
pond water.   

Bubblers are good for aeration.  Fountains are not so good as they can erode pond banks. 

Ph – measures acidity.  Between 6.0 – 9.0 are good levels for a healthy pond.  If Ph is lower 
than 6, it becomes acidic and not good for single cell life which supports all larger forms of life. 

Structures such as rocks and logs are important on pond banks.  They provide food and places 
for small marine life to bask or hide. 

Attract birds and bats with houses.  A bat can eat 1,000 insects in an hour.   They are beneficial 
to us down here in the sub-tropics.  Some localities have made bat houses an event and 
people gather to watch them come out at night and go catch mosquitoes. 

Algae – A little algae, if it is the right type, is encouraged to support the “healthy pond life 
cycle of life”.  Also, helps with nitrogen cycling.  50% - 80% of oxygen comes from algae.  Blue-
green algae, also called Planktonic algae, is bad. Looks like green film on the water. 

Birds get food and nesting sites from ponds. 

Alligators – don’t feed them!  They become aggressive.  If concerned about an alligator, call 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 1-866-FWC-GATOR.  Under 4’ they go to a farm.  Over 4’ the females 
go to a farm to produce babies.  Males over 4’ are killed and sold for their meat because they 
are too territorial and can’t life in ‘gator farms’. 

Insecticides – reduce as much as possible and make species specific so they don’t kill good 
insects with the bad. 

Water lilies provide habitat and shelter and shade for insects.  

 Purple Muley grass is good on pond edge.  It is native. 

Q&A for Michelle Atkinson:  water lilies – good or bad?  Some are native and provide shade 
and habitat for insects.  Harvesting them removes nutrients from pond but could result in 
more algae blooms that could be offensive.  Spatter dock is native.  When and why harvest 
water lilies?  Aesthetics, it becomes too pervasive 

Ph and alkalinity – Bob Grady clarified.  Ideal Ph is 7, ideal alkalinity (which is the ability to 
neutralize acid) is 200-300 mg/l. 

Q:  Any source for donated bat or bird houses? 

A:  Michelle will check on Cornell or Audubon. 
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Q:  does Muley grass block vision?   

A:  It grows 2-3’ tall and could block vision of the pond if the lot is low to the water.  Our 
current recommended no mow zones are 6-8” tall and no more than 4’ wide.      

This ended Michelle Atkinson’s presentation. 

Curtis Nickerson reported that water testing for nitrates is required 2/year by SWFWMD and 
so far this year no issues.  Testing is by Joe Burrow, Enviro-Auditing.  Official report coming 
soon. 

Curtis will look into whether the ‘problem ponds’ (9, 35, and 53) could also be tested. 

Curtis said it is almost official now that UP no longer has any responsibility for the 3 ponds that 
are north of Honore. 

Curtis said he is still working with SWFWMD to find the original littoral planting maps. 

Curtis is seeking input on dredging.  In order to get an accurate estimate of dredging costs, he 
needs to know how deep the ponds should be made and thus how much material will be 
removed from the pond.  Also, what will happen to the dredged material - left on site, or if 
hazardous, removed to another location.  It could cost $100K/pond and stir up hazardous 
material. 

Olaf Maly of Notting Hill questioned how we will determine which ponds to dredge, and if 
homeowners will have input. 

Options re dredging – dispose of dredged material on banks, use in geotubes, or haul away.  
Geotubes cost $50/linear foot per Curtis.  Dredging may be necessary in the long term to 
provide the proper ability of our ponds to protect our homes from flooding during the 
hurricane season. But right now, the important thing is to limit the amount of bank material 
being pushed into our ponds by keeping heavy equipment like lawn mower away from the 
pond banks to preserve water depth.  The cost- effective alternative is to keep “no mow 
zones” so the banks are not pushed into the retention ponds.  

            

Olaf Maly stated the University Park has let the pond plantings and ponds deteriorate, and 
should pay for fixing them, not the individual homeowners if dredging is needed. 

David introduced a new member who was not in attendance:  Eliot Keyne, who also serves on 
the infrastructure com. 

 



Carolou Marquet reported on a meeting with two representatives of START, Solutions to Avoid 
Red Tide.  Sandy Gilbert and Dr. Charles Reith came to UP to see our situation and to make 
recommendations about our ponds.  David Van Brunt was also in attendance.  START strongly 
promotes no-mow zones.  They said we (UP) is ahead of the game with our efforts so far.  
Other communities have not gotten HOA board support to be proactive and have not even 
started resident education programs or formed a pond committee. 

David VB said UP won’t be adding plants.  The littoral shelf plants are spreading naturally 
themselves. 

Carolou’s report is attached.  See below. 

The question of filling in the notch on the weir at the outflow point of Pond 35 in order to raise 
the water level and provide more water for irrigation was rejected by the HOA, according to 
DVB, because it can’t be done for residential use. Farmers are allowed to install removable 
gates to retain irrigation water, but not residential communities. 

Steven Hungness reported on the lumber used and needed for reinforcing the bulkheads that 
are starting to give way.  The cap boards, in particular, have deteriorated due to exposure to 
sun and moisture, and need to be replaced to maintain the integrity of the bulkhead.  Until 
2003 pressure-treated lumber used in marine environments had arsenic impregnated, which 
lasts a lot longer than non-arsenic-treated lumber.  Our bulkheads built before 2003 have 
arsenic.  These days, only special marine contractors can purchase and use the arsenic 
impregnated lumber. The Pond Committee will be sending out information on how to connect 
with contractors who can provide long term cap board replacement.    5 

David Van Brunt reported that Pond 9, not Pond 53, received sonar treatment.  Bob Grady 
reported that Pond 9 looks better, muck is gone, some dead reeds present, more wildlife 
present. 

David Van Brunt reported that trying to reduce irrigation between homes would require 
capping off half of the sprinkler heads and a great deal of re-programming of the system to 
irrigate every other house and recommended we table the subject.  Steve H said he had a very 
bad experience with capping off and doesn’t recommend it.  

Brian Niehaus reported that there are weed eater guards available that prevent grass clippings 
from going in the ponds.  Workers need to be trained to mow in the correct direction to throw 
the clippings away from the ponds. 

David Van Brunt questioned whether there was much acceptance in the community for no 
mow zones.  Twelve neighborhoods use individually contracted lawn maintenance companies.  
Some individuals in those neighborhoods comply, some don’t, which can look inconsistent. 



unmaintained.  Carolou Marquet remarked that all the ponds she checked last week had no-
mow zones developing.  Brian will give the specifications to the landscaping vendors. 

The upcoming newsletter will discuss bulkheads.  The next one will cover no-mow zones. 

DVB stated that Pond 45 should be considered for a Sonar treatment. It has a fair number of 
bottom grasses that have reached the surface and it looks like algae. Bottom weeds appear 
green on the surface, not tan like algae.  Since it isn’t an irrigation pond, the timing isn’t critical 
because it will not restrict irrigation of neighborhoods. Brian will discuss with Solitude. 

Pesticides, including spraying for mosquitoes, are not used in UP according to DVB and BN.  
Pesticides, like fertilizer, cannot be used within 10’ of a pond by Manatee County regulations. 

Bio-dredging – Carolou Marquet agreed to research this further. 

Carp vs no carp – DVB doesn’t see any difference in pond health and questioned whether we 
should replace the carp when they die off.  They are sterilized and only live 3-5 years.  Re-
stocking would cost about $7,000.  We will continue to monitor the difference between ponds 
stocked with carp compared to those not stocked. 

Next inspection – it was agreed to skip a month.  The next would be in December, after grass 
cutting. 
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David Cohen, Heathfield, stated that Pond 53 was sprayed by a man in a flat-bottomed boat, 
which affected some grasses.  Possibly Spike grass as well as Hydrilla?  DVB:  the spraying was 
for bottom grasses and should not impact the Spike grass along the perimeter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolou Marquet, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

START REPORT 

 

Meeting with Sandy Gilbert and Dr. Charles Reith of START 

Solutions To Avoid Red Tide 

Sept. 30, 2021 

with David Van Brunt and Carolou Marquet 

of the University Park Pond Committee  

 

Purpose:  To educate START on our efforts to reduce algae and promote stormwater pond 
health. 

To learn from them what good practices we could employ to achieve those goals, and if there 
is any $$ available for us in that endeavor. 

Discussion:  We briefed them on our history of pond maintenance, our committee and the 
HOA support, and the problem of algae blooms and overgrown littoral plant material.  We 



have instituted a buffer zone around our ponds.  Our golf course Superintendent, Curtis 
Nickerson, is already doing this on the golf course.  One of our issues – we have 40 different 
landscaping companies working here.  The big ones are compliant with not fertilizing within 
10’ and leaving the buffer.  The small ones may or may not be.  We are asking homeowners to 
require that their landscapers are certified by Manatee County Best Practices and asking the 
landscapers to leave a buffer/no mow zone. 

1.START/Sandy reinforced we should have no mow zones around each pond.  It traps 
nutrients, stabilizes the soil, and traps grass clippings.  3’ width and 8-12” high is preferred.  
Being reasonable about width and height in getting this program started helps gain support.  If 
just St. Augustine grass, the height of the grass makes little difference in root depth.  Small 
bushy plants that invade the grass put down bigger and deeper roots which trap more 
nutrients and better stabilize the bank.  No mow zones prevent bank material from filling up 
the retention ponds, reduce the amount of nutrients discharged into the ponds, and promote 
wildlife. 

#2 No mow zones should only need mowing about 19X/year and landscapers shouldn’t charge 
extra for it. They can use reticulating edge trimmer or string trimmer, but the motion must be 
away from the pond edge. 

#3 Bio-dredging: is the introduction of microbes that saturate the sediment layer with a broad 
spectrum of natural aerobic bacterial cultures.  This accelerates the digestion of organic 
matter.  A process worth further investigation.  

#4 B mats:  floating islands of plant material.  Start with a floatable mat, cut 3-4” holes in it, 
insert 4” pots with appropriate plant material, anchor in middle of the pond.  Cost about 
$1,000 depending on size.  Plant in spring.  Can use volunteers to set these up. 

#4 To get rid of lily pads:  drop 1 drop of herbicide on each leaf.  Will wither the floating pad 
but does not kill the massive root structure. The lilies will come back in about ten months.  

#5 Name the ponds. They suggest naming the ponds with creative names. Use locally 
significant pond names like Heron Pond, Egret Pond, Hampton Pond, etc. Creates more 
interest in the ponds as opposed to just “numbering” ponds. 

#6 Bad littoral plants:  tall bullrush in front of people’s lanais, blocks their view of the pond, 
such as on pond #27.  It is acceptable on the far side of ponds where there are not homes.  

#7 Fountains:  They look pretty but don’t contribute much to pond health. Bubblers appear to 
be more effective. 

#8 Aerators and bubblers:  Great, help circulate oxygen through the various levels of the pond. 
The pump can be noisy and problem if located need homes. 



#9 Chemical treatment of ponds:  the objective is to reduce chemical treatment and keep 
ponds healthy with natural means.  Chemical treatment kills the algae which dies and sinks to 
the bottom.  The collection of this biomass contributes to filling up the pond requiring 
dredging long term in order to offer the necessary flood protection. 

#10 Skimming:  Sometimes worthwhile as it removes the biomass of algae blooms from the 
pond so it does not sink to the bottoms contributing to shoaling. 

Tour:  we visited #27 in Notting Hill.  Sandy and Charles agreed that the tall Bullrush grasses 
are wrongly placed right in back of the homes.  These will be cut down likely next March when 
the water level is low at community expense . 

We toured Pond #53 Heathfield/Marlow:  shallow, overgrown vegetation on one end, but lots 
of wildlife resulting in controversy between the two adjacent neighborhoods.   One likes, the 
other doesn’t. 

 

 

START Report 

The littoral plants only grow in water up to 2 ½’ deep.  The problem is some ponds are filling in 
and getting shallower as the banks move toward the ponds and littoral plants are moving 
further out into the ponds. That is why bank stabilization implemented through no mow zones 
is important.              

Question from us to START:  What about raising the water level of pond 35 in Wentworth.  
There is a gap in the dam that could be filled in and raise the level about 4”.  It would leave 
more water in the pond, for irrigation for example.  A good thing?  David:  There are 40 weirs 
like the one on Pond 35.  He looked at that vis a vis irrigation and would be very labor 
intensive to install movable grates on all of them (like farmers have on their irrigation 
channels).   Carolou:  It doesn’t have to be on all the ponds, could be just on the irrigation 
ponds.  START’s response was we would have a very difficult time getting SWFWMD approval.  
The best way is to come to them with a specific plan and know exactly what you are asking for 
and why. 

Question:  Would UP qualify for any of the grant money that START has received? 

Sandy/START:  yes.  It’s only for plants, not labor.  The grant would only provide for plants on 
ponds that have a No Mow Zone.  We are eligible for $1,000 for plants and must provide the 
labor to install. START would be very willing to consider such a request from UP but only on 
ponds that have an established no mow zone all around.  Sandy recommended a volunteer 
group of college students called STOCKING SAVVY that provides the labor, to plant the plants. 



But $1,000 worth of plants would not represent much material and complaints are more on 
removing littoral shelf material not adding it. 

Bottom Line assessment by START:  University Park is way ahead of the game and doing very 
well, with the introduction of buffer/no mow zones, a Pond Committee focusing on the issues, 
support of the HOA board, and helping with educating residents through our newsletter 
articles. 

 

 


