
 
 
 
 
Following an unprecedented and historical weather event over the weekend of 25-27 August that 
dropped a total of approximately 20’ of rain within UPCC, and at the request of John Whyte, a meeting 
was convened on the 29th of August to discuss emergency procedures and coordinated reporting with 
the Safety & Access Control Committee, CMS, and UPCC. 
 
Attendees  
David Cohen, Gio Cantarella (via FaceTime), Laurie Evans, Steve Hatton, Curtis Nickerson, Fidel Villegas, 
Enjoli Collins, Lloyd Kramer, and Jeff Caufield 
 
The unprecedented volume of rainfall over a short period of time caused significant flooding of parts of 
UP and ponds to overflow their normal banks. The flooding of the front entrance and exit roadways 
rendered them impassable for low ground clearance vehicles and reduced the usable surface to the 
innermost areas of the left lanes only at very slow speeds. Exacerbating the access and egress concerns 
was the fact that the rear gates (Honore) had been rendered out of service by an earlier portion of the 
storm.  
 
This weather event, occurring at the start of the busiest portion of the hurricane season in SW Florida, 
was a ‘wakeup call’ to review all safety procedures and communications to assist the Community during 
emergency events. The Safety and Access Control Committee reiterated its support for CMS and UPCC 
concerning all activities that are undertaken for the handling and communication of serious events in 
University Park. 
 
Laurie Evans provided copies of the University Park Contingency Plan for Hurricanes and Tropical Storms 
which is being updated. A revised copy would be circulated during w/c 9/4.  
 
Steve Hatton, Curtis Nickerson and Laurie Evans had held a ‘post mortem’ meeting following the 
flooding event. Besides the entrance and exit roads, a number of residential streets had flooded. A good 
discussion about storm water handling within UPCC explained how water flowed between ponds and 
ultimately off site. Also during this flooding event, the Honore gates had been knocked out of service 
earlier in the week by a lightning strike.  
 
The discussion then turned to communications.  Communications to residents and homeowners about 
the flooded roadways, cautions to be exercised, and a reminder about the rear gates, did not go out in a 
timely fashion. Laurie Evans stated that in the future, all staff will be provided with printed contact 
information so that personnel can be reached without the need to access systems in case of power or 
computer system outages or when away from UP.   
 
The combined UPCC/CMS communication that went out under both signatures was viewed very 
positively. However, Laurie Evans stated that Club members frequently read only Club related 
documents and that was the reason that the operating status for the golf course, tennis courts and 
restaurant had also gone out under separate cover.  
 
We agreed that an Emergency Communications banner was needed that combined all pertinent Club 
and Community notifications. Laurie was going to have one drawn up by 9/1 for immediate use. 



Notifications before, during and after emergency events would be unified under this new banner. The 
Safety and Access Control Committee would feed information to UPCC/CMS for publication under the 
emergency banner. 
 
It was indicated that as  in previous years, a communication would be put together to highlight the 
actions that residents should undertake in preparation for a hurricane or tropical storm event. 
This type of advisory communication has been sent out in the past.  
 
The topic of power interruption was discussed in light of the reliance on systems for communications to 
residents and homeowners. Both CMS and UPCC are looking into the installation of generators at the 
Gatehouse and the Country Club. Other means of broadcasting emergency messages were discussed 
such as automated calls to cell phones or tablets. It may be possible to utilize the new access control 
software for the same purpose. Enjoli Collins will investigate feasibility as a backup alternative. 
 
The group discussed the importance of the Neighborhood Chairs during emergency situations. The 
Chairs should be kept in the loop and could be solicited for ‘eyes and ears’ information by neighborhood 
during emergencies. They should also be aware of residents in their neighborhood that may have special 
needs (physical/medical/ etc.). 
 
Lloyd Kramer discussed the Manatee County registration for physically challenged individuals that may 
need evacuation during emergencies to specific shelters. Lloyd suggested that residents should be 
reminded of the registration process.  
 
Dave Cohen reminded the attendees that 20 residents had volunteered for CERT training and although 
that won’t take place until 2018, the volunteers could be pressed into service during an emergency with 
a limited scope to act as additional patrols to survey and report.  
 
KEY MEETING TAKE AWAYS: 

1. Timely, UPCC/CMS combined communications using a new Emergency Banner before, during 
and post emergency events are critical, using the best ‘blast’ broadcast means. Backup 
capability should be available in case primary means is down. Generators being investigated. 

2. CERT will play a greater role in 2018 but could be called upon this year in a limited capacity.  

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gio Cantarella & David Cohen, Co-Chairs 
Safety & Access Control Committee 

 


